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This list as it stands, although it is not to be accepted
as a complete one, sufficiently indicates the different
spheres of influence thrown open to the editor. If he
chose to use his opportunities for sowing false statements
against a private enemy, the victim, although ignorant
of the calumnies circulated against him, would never-
theless feel their results in rumours and evil reports
of him, current in different countries; and in the sus-
picious or malevolent behaviour towards him of persons
who had received these libels as secret information, that
could not be verified, because the sources it came from
were confidential and personal.

But are we free to assume that Grinim did use his
position of editor of a secret journal whose abonnes were
the Rulers of Europe, to circulate malignant and gratui-
tous calumnies against Rousseau ? Is it not more
reasonable to suppose that, called upon as a chronicler
of passing events to keep his patrons informed of the
doings and writings of a mueh-talked-of man, he said
what he honestly thought about a personage he disliked,
and about an author whose genius he was, by his own
positive and logical temper, unable to appreciate ?

"We are free to assume nothing in this inquiry. The
only way of determining whether G-rimin was a truthful
critic or a gratuitous calumniator of Rousseau is to
com/pare his statements qibout his old friend Jean
Jacques in the Correspondance Littgraire, with the
facts of Rousseau's life as Grimm knew them to be; and
the criticism of his books, with the books themselves.
The results obtained (as we shall presently see) are con-
clusive. They show that Grimm attributed to Rousseau

screen for Voltaire himself. See in Moultou's letters to Rousseau
from 1762 to 1765, the frequent references to the salon of the
Duchess e d'Enyille as the place where Yoltaire, Tronchin, and other
enemies of Bousseau discuss him: thus Letter xix, p. 50 (July 7,
1762), Letter xxiv, p. 57 (August 21,1762), Letter liv, p. 100 (July
15, 1763), J. J. Rousseau, ses Amis et ses Ennemis. Streckeisen-
Moultou.Parison, who had transformed it into the printed
